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Love it or hate it, the Rochester Elevator is showing signs of age.

Back in June, owner Lawrence Smith was given 30 days to make cosmetic repairs to

the main elevator building at East University and Water Street, adjacent structures and
a house he owns across the street at 428 East St. Among the city's complaints were holes in a roof,
missing paint, broken windows, piles of debris and multiple parked vehicles.

. . . . - Rochester Elevator owner Lawrence Smith is being pressed to
Since then, the East Street house has been repaired, both sides agree. But the commercial buildings improve the appearance of his business, which heghpas owned

have not. Smith has now requested a hearing on the matter, which is scheduled for the City Council's since 1956. (John Stormzand | Staff Photographer)
Oct. 13 meeting.

Smith would prefer to sell the property and has been trying to for years. A deal seemed close in 2005,
when senior-citizen condominiums were proposed. The Rochester-Avon Historical Society then
formulated a plan to move the original 1880 portion of the elevator to city-owned land a short distance to
the south, next to the Clinton River Trail and the south Main Street bridge.

But the developers backed out and all the plans were put on hold. The elevator's current site has since
been proposed for a city park known as Elevator Square.

When the sale fell through, Smith canceled plans to move his business to a building on Tienken. For now,
he's not planning to go anywhere.

"If we sell, we'd have different plans," he said. "I have an obligation here and | can't just walk off."

. . . ) . The Rochester Elevator, one of the city's landmark buildings, is
Smith said last week he had no idea how much the requested repairs would cost. He'd still like to sell the located at the comer of Water and University. (John Stormzand |

property, which has been declared a brownfield, or contaminated site, and is therefore eligible for tax- Staff Photographer)

funded cleanup assistance.

The Historical Society considers the original portion of the grain elevator an icon of early Rochester. A
2005 report from a barn expert commissioned by the Society found that the building could withstand the
move, which was estimated to cost $100,000. Rehabilitation for eventual new uses was expected to cost
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